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Jonesing for Success

ichael Jones Jr. has battled
M for everything he has

attained in life, even though
the community of Charles Town
acknowledges his family heritage
as racing royalty. His is a personal
plight of youthful circumstances,
repercussions and the inheritance
of recovery versus all odds. Fortified
by the positive affirmations of his
upbringing, Mike believes no social
constructs will deter goals his heart is
set on.

Any given day, pass by Barn
21 and you'll find the man
everyone simply refers to as “Big
Mike”. At 6 feet 6 inches tall, fitness
unquestioned, the 43-year-old
horseman casts an imposing shadow,
as he effortlessly relocates from the
faint luminescence of a stall into the
radiant morning light.

Laden with tattoos that tell a
subjective tale, Mike's voice is
tranquil, his shoulders broad, as
if fittingly placed there fo carry a
burden beyond our comprehension.
If one begins to peel back the
substantial layers of his family
lineage, a good starting point is his
grandmother, Sylvia Rideoutt Bishop.

In 1954, a time of fierce sexism
and discrimination, she became
the first licensed female African-
American Thoroughbred horse
trainer in America. A pioneer in
her trade, like most individuals her
fame didn’t come until well after her
death in 2005.

In 2008, she was inducted into
the Charles Town Races Hall of
Fame and, a few years later at the
advocacy of her daughter Laverne,
a stakes race was named in her
honor.

This is the kind of blood Mike
Jones has coursing through his veins.
Opportunities remain moderate,
but for Mike defeat is not an option.
In 2021, he is on frack fo having a
career best year. The numbers may
not jump off the charts, but make no
mistake, if given the proper tools he
gets the job done.

For the present, claiming horses
command the majority of Mike's

stable, with his prize possession
being Sherwood Lady, a West
Virginia-bred filly by Fiber Sonde he
haltered for $12,500 in March 2019
who went on to win the 2020 White
Alley Overnight Stakes.

A 12-time winner with earnings
over $230,000, the consistent mare
also sports a third-place finish in the
celebrated Cavada Stakes on last
year'’s Breeders Classics card.






